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plunge, there seems yet to be the problem of the surplus
women* How will this question be tackled, especially
in view of the shortage of men who have perished in the
war? Frankly, we are unable to answer the question,
though it has been suggested that these surplus women
should be encouraged to emigrate to the Colonies where
there is surplus of men* Perhaps with the admission of
women into the Houses of Parliament, new light will be
shed on this intricate subject*

Rightly or wrongly, the connection here is more acci-
dental than intentional, but the number of illegitimate
children must ever be another disquieting problem for
the social workers* Whether it is due to the prepon-
derance in the number of women over that of men, or
whether it is due to the unrestricted intercourse between
the sexes it is not for a stranger to say, but to him the
prospect is far from reassuring.

We have just referred to the legislator prescribing rules
for a binding nuptial ceremony* This, of course, has
special reference to the ceremony solemnised at the
registrar's office in addition or in substitution for the
religious ceremony at a place of public worship* For
those who prefer ostentation, the former will appear too
tame, but it is short and sweet to those who prefer to save
their money* Considering that marriage is in the West
regarded more as a civil contract than anything eke, the
simple ceremony witnessed by the registrar has much to
commend itself, and since it costs only half a guinea to
take out a licence, its popularity is not to be wondered at*
But in the case of a foreign couple arriving from abroad
who wish to get married, the registrar's fees would be